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to become his whole being. His mind that knew no attachment to the theatrical, and had but little appreciation of the dramatic, yet had, in common with that of every mystic, a sense of symbolism and a need for externals. The scene in St. Louis, the liberal and even startling sermon of the Bishop of Nancy, the shock of the public applause, confirmed whatever imagination he had framed in Arras of the role of the States-General. The vigorous origins that dignified the march of the Commons into history, the unanimity that was their earliest character, and the special form that their demand obtained, provided his introduction to public life; and his nature, which was not devoid of timidity, and which was easily convinced of isolation, received every encouragement to action when he found the Third Estate so imbued with his Eousseau as to proclaim a theoretic right on the second day of its session, and to insist above all things upon a name: they would sit in one house with the nobility and clergy; they would depend only on the absolute mandate of the whole nation; they demanded the title of National Assembly.1
Such encouragement, then, moved him to action. What form did that action take ? If he succeeded in launching himself into a world that knew nothing of him and desired but little acquaintance with the dryness of chance provincials, it was by an extreme assiduity. So negligible was his person, and so ineffective his method of address at this date and with such an audience, that one discovers the nature of his activity only by putting together very various and meagre testimonies. For months the half-official Moniteur does not mention his name; for half a year, even Barrere with his thousands of careful notes, misspells it; upon more than
i The term "National Assembly" was not, as has been pretended, new or irregular. It had, indeed, no historical precedent, but it had been, for five months before the Parliament met, the common phrase by which it was described, even in the letters of the court.f a             f<
